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Dear ReWire Friends,  

It has been an amazingly busy and fruitful Summer for us. We 
continue to work hard to strengthen and establish ReWire in 
Seattle and Tacoma. We also gathered with colleagues from 
around the United States at the CRM ChurchNext Conference in 
Colorado. Finally, we relocated to Tacoma, WA in order to live 
into the principles of our ministry with ReWire.  

Read along about some of the Whys, Where’s and What’s Next. 

Why Tacoma?  

ReWire staff make 3 core commitments: Solidarity (with the poor), Simplicity (as a 
way of life) and Solitude (as a way of connecting with God). City directors make an 
additional commitment: To live in a community of need. As response to these 
commitments, Kelly and I moved this month from Redmond to Tacoma. 

The apostle John said of Jesus’ incarnation, “The Word became flesh and blood, 
and moved into the neighborhood.” (John 1:14 MESSAGE). It is our goal to be 
faithful to that incarnation model.  

Kelly and I loved our time in Redmond, loved our house in the woods with the 
horses in our back yard. But we knew that if we were stepping out to lead a 

movement of people incarnating Christ in the margins, we could not do it in Redmond, WA. And so we moved 
41 miles south to Tacoma, WA.  

Tacoma is a beautiful city. Situated alongside Puget Sound with a wonderful view of Mt. Rainier, it’s wonderful 
architecture and history are fascinating. Historically, Tacoma has been a place of less and more — less resources 
and more crime, less opportunity and more challenges. The contrast to Redmond is stark.  

While Redmond is one of the safest cities in Washington, Tacoma is 111th of the 113 cities with a population 
greater than 50,000, according to FBI Data.  

For years, Creekside Covenant Church used to gather at Redmond Middle School which is a good example of 
the disparity: 90% of kids at RMS are proficient in reading and math. At Jason Lee Middle School in our new  
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neighborhood only 20% are proficient. The same sort of statistics are mirrored in access to health care, jobs, 
crime, and so on.  

In the short time we have been here, we have discovered Tacoma to be a jewel. We love the neighborhood we 
have moved into. A cute house near the college, good neighbors and walkable streets.  We can almost forget 
the needs of our new city. But this past Friday night 5 people were shot a couple miles from our house. We 
grieved that as we peacefully slept, the brokenness of our world exploded in bullets and destroyed lives.  

In all the opportunities and the challenge, Kelly and I are convinced 
that God has called us to Tacoma and we are  thrilled to be here. Not 
to fix the city, but to love the city, to serve the city and to listen and 
learn from those who have been left behind and forgotten. 

Why ReWire? 

God wants each of us to be aware of the broken places in the world.  

But awareness is only the first step. God invites us to be light bringers; restorers, harbingers of hope in places 
where hope is so often a scarce commodity.   

That’s why ReWire exists, to help people 
discover and live out their calling; to learn the 
places that they are supposed to make a 
difference; and to discern what they have been 
specifically designed to do. “For we [each and 
every one of us] are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10)  

The ReWire process of Missional Spiritual Formation walks folks through the how’s, why’s and the what’s of their 
call to be transformed transformers in the broken places and to live the life Jesus intended them to live when 
he said,  “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full, (more and better life than they ever 
imagined).” (John 10:10) 

What’s Next? 

We continue to forge relationships with churches, denominational leaders, city officials, and social service  
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Crime Tacoma Redmond United States

Violent 74.5 34.3 41.4

Property 72.5 46.1 43.5

Economy Tacoma Redmond United States

Unemployment 6.7% 3.4% 6.3%

Income $56,770 $97,088 $64,585

Poverty 28% 9% 19%

“If you are generous with the hungry and start giving yourselves to the 
down-and-out, your lives will begin to glow in the darkness, your 
shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight. I will always show you 
where to go. I’ll give you a full life in the emptiest of places — firm 

muscles, strong bones. You’ll be like a well-watered garden, a gurgling 
spring that never runs dry. You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to 
build anew, rebuild the foundations from out of your past. You’ll be 
known as those who can fix anything, restore old ruins, rebuild and 

renovate, make the community livable again.” (Isaiah 58:10–12)
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agencies in the Seattle/Tacoma region. The response has been so encouraging. We are working with a couple 
of new churches in Redmond and expect to be introducing our process of transformation shortly. In a third 
Seattle area church we are exploring coming alongside their existing discipleship process to add the necessary 

components of justice and mercy to the marginalized.  

The first of the year we are launching our Missional Learning 
Cohorts in Seattle, San Francisco and Chicago. These cohorts are 
an opportunity for missional pastors to gather together at 5 
retreats in amazing locations over 2 years to learn together and 
from some of the best-known missional writers and speakers in 
the US. They will be trained in the ReWire process of 
transformation and then given our materials to bring back to their 
churches — all free of charge to the participants due to the 
generosity of one faithful underwriter. 

Finally, we are in conversations 
with a major denomination about 

utilizing our Mission Houses to fill the need for a gap year for students 
exploring what God might call them to next.  

Thank You! 
As excited as we are about what God is doing, none of it is possible without 
the generosity of people like you. We have been humbled by the sacrificial 
faithfulness that has seen folks commit to holding the rope as we continue to 
climb into the important ministry to which God has called us.   

We are currently at approximately 70% of the $8,000 a month it takes to do 
the work of ReWire Seattle/Tacoma. We continue to work towards reaching 
that goal so that more and more of our time and energies can be spent doing 
the work that God has called us to.  

ReWire is possible because of folks like you. God has a lot that he wants to accomplish through ReWire. Thank 
you for your faithful partnership! 

Peace, hope and love,  
 
Doug 

Douglas Humphreys 
Director, ReWire Seattle | Tacoma 
(206) 395-9721  
www.rewirecrm.org 

Click To Help Fund ReWire 
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Upcoming 

✦ Northwest University ReWire Interviews 8/22-9-1 

✦ Pastors’ Prayer Retreat 8/28-29 

✦ Directors Meeting 8/30-9/1 

✦ Fall ReWire Retreat 9/26-9/28 

✦ Silent Retreat 11/11-11/13 

✦ Missional Learning Cohort - Winter 2017 

✦ Mission Houses - Fall 2017 

https://dougsrewirepartners.wordpress.com/
http://www.rewirecrm.org/
https://crm.webconnex.com/7461

